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The Honorable Spencer Abraham

Secratary of Enargy
Washington, D.C. 20585

Daar Secratary Abraham:

On behaif of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) | am providing comments an
the Department of Energy’s (DOE's) final environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the Yuces
Mountain site. Under Section 114(a)(1)(D} of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, as
amended, any recommendation by the Sacratary of Energy to the Prasident with regard to a
reapository for the disposal of spent nuclear fuel and other high-level radicactive waste (HLW) at
the Yucca Mountain site Is to include "... a final environmental impact statament prapared for
the Yucca Moumtaln site ... together with comments made concerning such envircnmental
impact statement by ... the Commission...." This letter constitutes NAC's comments In tulfillment

of the statutory provision.

These comments ware developed on the basis of reviews by the NRC staffl of DOE's draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS) for Yucca Mountain (Enclosure 1), the supplement to
the DEIS {Enclosure 2), and the FEIS. These reviaws were supported by extensiva pre-
licensing interaction among the NRC staff, DOE, and various stakeholders, including the State
of Nevada, indian Tribes, affected units of local government, representatives of the nuclear
Industry, and Interested members of the public. Thesa Interacticns also supported our
comments on DOE's Viabllity Assessment (Enclosure 3) and our recent comments on the
adequacy of at-depth site characterdzation analysis and waste form (Enclosurs 4).

Based on the knowledge gained from thesa activities, the NRC believas that the FEIS
contains sufficient information regarding the envircnmantal Impacts of the Proposed Action as
to provide a foundation for a site recommendation for the following raassns.

1. The FEIS addressas commants the staff made in conjunction with its reviews of tha
DEIS and the supplement to the DEIE.

2. Based on the current knowledge of the detalls of the Proposed Action in the FEIS,
including transportation, tha analyses provided In the FEIS appear to bound the range ot
Impacts. Staft expects that DOE’s commitmant to refine the repositary design and to
define transperiation modes and routes will allow for more precise estimales of impacts,
which of course could result in revisions to the National Environmantal Policy Act

(NEPA) analysas.
3 Wa agres with DOE that in some areas additional NEPA reviews may be necessary.

. We expect that these additional raviews will be completad in support of the submissian
of a licen=e application for a geologic repository at Yucca Mountain.
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If DOE dacides to proceed with a sife racommendation for the Yucca Mountain site and if
the President and Congress approve, NRC would continue to interact with DDE to resclve
oulstanding technical and anvironmental issues, as needad. Monetheless, the Commission has
not reached any conclusion concerning the suitability of the site and any final determination of
the acceptabllity of the Yucca Mountain site can only be made after complation of the licensing
procesa by tha NAC.

I you have any quastions or commants, please contact me.

Sipcgraly,

Richard A. Mesarve

Enclosuras: 1) Lattar from Bill Kane, NRC, to lvan Itkin, DOE, February 22, 2000
2) Letter from Martin Virgllia, NRC, to Lake Barrett, DOE, June 29, 2001
3) Latter from Carl Paparielic, NRC, to Lake Barrett, DOE, June 2, 1999
4) Lettar from Richard Meserve, NRC, to Robert Card, DOE, Navember 13, 2001

cc: Robert G, Card



